
John Barclay Biography  
1749-1824 

       John Barclay, son of James and Margaret (Craig) Barclay, was 

born on January 22, 1749.  Margaret was the daughter of Thomas 

Craig of Warrington, descendant of John Craig who for many years 
owned and operated Craig's Tavern, a public house here.  The 

village of Warrington was situated four miles below Doylestown on 
the Philadelphia Road (now Easton Road) at the crossing of Bristol 

Road and was once known as Craig's Tavern.  John spent at least 
some of his early life in Springfield Township.  

        In 1775, John Barclay enlisted in the Continental Army.

 



            The historic John Barclay House currently houses an office of 
Hatboro Federal Savings.  One of the most interesting parts of the 

Warrington House is the kitchen.  It includes a large walk-in 
fireplace, beamed ceiling, stone sink, copper pots, pewter dishes 

and mugs, colonial kitchen tools, antique chairs and tables and 
antique fire tools.  The house has eight fireplaces, the original 

random-width floors and much of the original hardware.  

            At Barclay School, we honor John Barclay by celebrating his 

birthday each January with a treat for all the children.  Because of 
his involvement with the American Revolutionary Army, we title the 

school newspaper The Patriot and celebrate "Proud Patriot" Day 
once each month during the school year.   A portrait of Judge 

Barclay hangs on the wall in the hallway outside the main office.  A 
plaque was given to the school by one of John Barclay's 

descendants which cites some of his accomplishments. It used to 
hang on the brick wall just outside the main entrance to the 

school.  Since the renovations were completed in 2005, it was 
moved inside to the hallway wall opposite the main office.  The John 


